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CLAIM AMENDMENTS : 

1-31. (Canceled). 

32. (Currently Amended) A do^'ioo for oupport ii m An assemh1flf >ft, comprisinp : 
a boneless cut of seafood having at least two cut surfaces each having a cut surface area, 
wherein said cut surfaces intersect to foim a two-sided cut comer having a cut comer length; 

at least two intersecting substantially flat substantially rigid supports forming a two-sided 
brace defining a fitted joint having an intersection; 

wherein wfew said cut comer of said boneless cut of seafood is inserted in and OTOtected 
bi: said fitted joint. sudLfisat a portion of each of said cut surfaces of said boneless cut of seafood 
rests against and is supported by said rigid supports. 

33. (Cuirentiy Amended) Adovic o Anassemhlapf! according to claim 32, further 
comprising: 

curving material substantially conforming to any convexity along said cut comer length 
placed within a portion of said intersection of said fitted joint; 

wh e r e by whon ffi frerein said cut comer of said boneless cut of seafood is inserted in said 
fitted joint, s uch that said convexity conforms to and is supported by said curving material. 

34. (Currently Amended) A. device for supportiuft An assemblage, cnmp ririnf.- 

a boneless cut of seafood product having a substantially V-shaped crgss-section defined 
by at least two flat cut surfaces each having a cut surface area, wherein said cut surfaces intersect 
to form a two-sided cut comer having a comer angle and a cut comer lengdi, said boneless cut of 
seafood having a contoured side intermediate between said cut surfaces and opposite said comer 
angler 
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at least two substantially flat substantially rigid supports intersecting in a V shape to form 
a two-sided brace defining a fitted joint having an intersection with a support angle; 

wherein said support angle is substantially equal to said comer angle; 

whoroby wheal wherein said two-sided cut comer of said boneless cut of seafood is 
inserted into and is suppoFt -ed protected by said intersection of said fitted joint, such that a 
portion of each of said cut surfaces of said boneless cut of seafood conforms to and is supported 
by said supports. 

35. (Currently Amended) A d e vic e An assemblage according to claim 34, further 
comprising: 

curving material substantially conforming to any convexity along said cut comer length 
placed within a portion of said intersection of said fitted joint; 

'wdi e r e by wh e n wherein said two-sided cat comer of said boneless cut of seafood is 
inserted into said fitted joint, such that said convexity confomis to and is supported by said 
curving material. 

36. (Currently Amended) A dovioo for supporting An assemblage, comprising: 

a boneless cut of seafood having a plurality of cut surfaces each having a cut surface area, 
wherein the intersections between three of said cut surfaces form three-sided cut comer peaks 
and the intersections between two of said cut surfaces in said three -sided cut comer pealts form 
« two-sided cut corao r-y comers, wherein each of said two-sided cut comoF comers has a comer . 
angle and a cut comer lengthr and said boneless cut of seafood has a contoured surface opposite 
fiftid com e r onglo, - eej -ai^isfflg^ intermediaie between said cut surfaces, the intersection between 
said cut surfaces and said contoured surface forming contour comers: 

a plurality of intersectiag substantially flat substantially rigid supports; 
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wherein three of said supports substantially perpendicularly intersect each other to form a 
three-sided brace, wherein said three-sided brace defines a three-sided fitted joint; 

wherein two of said supports in said three-sided brace form a two-sided brace, wherein 
said two-sided brace defines a two-sided fitted joint having an intersection with a support angle 
within said three-sided brace; 

wherein said support angle is substantially equal to said comer angle; 

wherein wbm said three-sided cut comer peak is inserted mto said three-sided fitted 
joint, such that said three intersecting cut surfaces fonning said three-sided cut comer peak rest 
against said tltree-sided brace; 

wherein ¥*©fi said two-sided cut comer is inserted into said two-sided fitted joint, such 
^at portions of said two intersecting cut surfaces fonning said two-sided cut comer rest against 
said two-sided brace; and 

wherein each of said cut surfaces conforms to and is supported by one of said rigid 
supports; 

wherein said rigid supports do not contact said contoured surface except along a contour 

comer: 

such that the sharpness of said three-sided cut comer peaks and said two-sided cut 
comers in said joints is maintain ed and restored to preserye the valuable fresh-cut appearance of 
said boneless cut of seafood: and 

siich that varying sizes and shapes of said boneless cut of seafood can be accrtmmnHfltf>H 
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37. (Cmrently Amended) A dovico An assemblage according to claim 36, further 
comprising: 

curving material substantially conforming to any convexity along said cut comer length 
placed within a portion of said intersection of said two-sided fitted joint; and 

whQrobyJr^ikeii wherein said two-sided cut comer of said boneless cut of seafood is 
inserted into said fitted joint, such that said convexity confoims to and is supported by said 
curving material. 

38, (Currently Amended) A-dw ic e for supporting An assemblage, comprising: 

a boneless cut of seafood having a plurality of cut surfaces^ each having a cut surface 
area^ and at least one contoured surface, wherein said cut surfaces intersect with each other to 
form two-sided cut comers, each cut comer havmg a comer angle and a cut comer length, 
wherein said cut surfaces and said contoured surface intersect to form contour comersy 
comprising:; 

a plurality of intersecting substantially flat substantially rigid supports; 

wherein said supports intersect to form a plurality of two-sided braces, each of said 
braces defining a fitted joint having an intersection with a support angle; 

wherein each of said support angles is substantially equal to a corresponding one of said 
comer angles; 

wherem ^ ^en e ach of 5ai4 a cut com e rs comer is inserted into and conforms to a 
corresponding on e of said fitted joint such that aportion of e ach ofsai 4 a cut surfaces 
fii5fece of said boneless cut of seafood rests against and is supported by a corresponding one of 
said supports , and f- 

IMANAQEDB>498409.2 ^ 



Receivedfronx t> at lom 10:45:35 PM [Eastern Daylight Time] 



Oct-08-2003 04:41pni From-CADES SCHUTTE 14th FL 



+ 



T-213 P. 008/018 F-2ie 



wheroia a portion of each eg - & ai4 a contour oomors comer rests against and is supported 
fay one of said suppons; and 

wherein said supports do not contact said contoured surface except along a contour 

comer; 

such that the sharpness of said cut come rs and contour comers is maintained and restored 
to preserve the valuable fresh-cut aooearance of said boneless cut of seafood^ anH 

such that varying sizes and shapes of said boneless cut of seafood ca n be accommndatefl. 

39. (Currently Amended) A dovioo An assemblage according to claim 38, further 
comprising: 

curving material substantially conforming to any convexity along a portion of one of said 
cut comer lengths placed within a portion of a oonvox - itry ono of said intersection of a convexity 
one of said fitted joints; 

whcdTobyv s rhcn wherein a two-sided cut comer of said boneless cut of seafood having a 
convexity along a portion of one of said comer lengths is inserted into a said convexity one of 
said fitted joints, such that said convexity along anortion of one of said comer tent hs conforais 
to and is supported by said curving material within said convexity one of said fitted joints. 

40. (Currently Amended) A dovioo for aupporting An assemblage, comp rising: 

a boneless cut of seafood having a horizontal cut side having a horizontal cut surface 
area, a vertical cut side having a vertical cut surface area, and a contoured side between said 
horizontal cut side and said vertical cut side, wherein said horizontal cut side and said vertical 
cut side intersect to form a cut comer having a cut comer length, said contoured side and said 
horizontal cut side intersect to form a horizontal contour comer, and said contoured side and said 
vertical cut side intersect to form a vertical contour come r, comprising:; 
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a horizontal rigid support; 
a vertical rigid support; 

wherein said horizontal rigid support and said vertical rigid support intersect to form a 
two-sided brace defining a fitted joint having an intersection; 

wherein said cut comer is inserted m into said fitted joint, such that portions of said 
horizontal cut side and said horizontal contour comer rest against and are supported by said 
horizontal rigid support and portions of said vertical cut side and said vertical coxitour comer rest 
against and are supported by said vertical rigid support; aad 

wherein said rigid supports do not contact said contoured g urfaoo. side except along ; a 
contour comer, 

such that the sharpness of said comers is maintained and restored to preserve the valuable 
fresh-cut appearance of said boneless cut of seafood: and 

such that varying sizes an d shapes of said boneless cut of seafood can be accommodated. 

41. (Currently Amended) A d e vic e An assemblage accordii^g to claim 40, further 
comprising: 

curving material substantially conforming to any convexity along said cut comer length 
placed within a portion of said intersection; 

wh e r g by when wfa^ein said cut comer of said boneless cut of seafood is inserted in said 
fitted joint and wh( ^ ._$uch that said horizontal cut side and said horizontal contour comer rest 
against and are supported by said horizontal rigid support and wheU: , said vertical cut side and 
said vertical contour comer rest against and are supported by said vertical rigid support, and said 
convexity of said cut comer conforms to and is supported by said curvmg material within said 
intersection. 
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42. (Currently Amended) A- d e ^ic e for supporting An assemblage, comprising: 

a boneless cut of seafood having at least two cut surfaces each having a cut surface area, 
wherein said cut surfaces intersect to form a two-sided cut comer having a cut comer length? 
oomprising -f; 

at least one substantially rigid support fomied in a V shape to fomi a two-sided brace 
defining a sharp intersection substantially conforming to a portion of said cut comer length; 

wherein wh e n said cut comer of said boneless cut of seafood is inserted in said brace, 
such that a portion of each of said cut surfaces of said boneless cut of seafood rests against and is 
supported by one of said rigid supports and said cut comer conforms to and is supported by said 
intersection. 

43 . (Currently Amended) A - device for supporting An assemblage, comprising: 
a boneless cut of seafood having at least two cut surfaces having a cut surface area, 

wherein said cut surfaces intersect to foim a two-sided cut comer having a cut comer length? 
comprising:^ 

at least one substantially rigid support formed in a V shape to foma a two-sided brace 
dejBning a fitted joint having a curved intersection substantially conforming to any convexity 
along said cut comer length; 

wherein wh e n said cut comer of said boneless cut of seafood is inserted in said fitted 
jointj such that a portion of each of said cut surfaces of said boneless cut of seafood rests against 
and is supported by said rigid supports and said convexity of said cut comer conforms to and is 
supported by said curving intersection, 

44. (Currently Amended) A d e vice An assemblage according to any one of claims 32 
to 43, further comprising: 
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a flexible membrane enclosing said supports and said boneless cut of seafood; 

wh e r e by such that said supports and said boneless cut of seafood can be vacuum sealed 
within said flexible membrane and said flexible membrane holds said boneless cut of seafood 
against said supports. 

45. (Currently Amended) A - dovioo An assemblage according to any one of claims 32 
to 43, wherein at least 60% of a cut surface area is supported by a support. 

46. (Ciurently Amended) A devic e An assemblage according to any one of claims 32 
to 43, wherein at least 60% of a cut comer length is supported by a joint. 

47-48. (Canceled). 

49. (New) A process to support boneless cuts of seafood having at least two cat 
surfaces each having a cut surface area, wherein said cut surfaces intersect to form a two-sided 
cut comer having a convex cut comer lengtli, during the processing, handling, transportation and 
distribution of said boneless cuts of seafood, comprising the steps of: 

providing a brace having a fitted joint defined by two intersecting substantially flat 
substantially rigid supports forming an intersection; and 

inserting said out comer of said boneless cut of seafood into said intersection, such that 
said cut comer of said boneless cut of seafood is inserted in and protected by said fitted joint, 
such that a portion of each of said cut surfaces of said boneless cut of seafood rests against and is 
supported by said rigid supports, 

50. (New) A process according to claim 49, further comprising: 

enclosing said supports and said boneless cut of seafood in a flexible membrane; and 
vacuum sealing said supports and said boneless cut of seafood within said flexible membrane. 
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